PAHAL Participates in the National Conference on Urban Health
Indian Institute of Health Management Research, 24th- 25th February, 2018

The International Institute of Health Management Research hosted a conference on Urban Health in New Delhi,
on the 24th and 25th of February, 2018, at the IIHMR campus is Dwarka, New Delhi.
The conference created a platform for doctors, healthcare professionals, industry representatives, policymakers
and regulators from across the country to discuss vital issues pertaining to urban health and suggest strategies
to improve and streamline the system.
PAHAL (Partnerships for Affordable Healthcare Access and Longevity), a USAID and IPE Global joint initiative,
aims to provide catalytic support to growth stage scalable social enterprises in developing affordable & quality
healthcare solutions for the urban poor. It is a collaborative platform which seeks to connect, capacitate and
catalyze innovative social enterprises focused on improving health outcome. By 2020, the PAHAL initiatives plan
to reach 10 million urban poor and aim to reduce out of pocket (OOP) expenditure on health care for
underserved urban communities by 30%.
PAHAL organized a session on “Healthcare Financing” at the conference to share insights on the challenges and
opportunities in this space. A brief summary of the session is as follows:

HEALTHCARE FINANCING
The session on “Healthcare Financing”, which was
chaired by Mr. Gautam Chakraborty,
Specialist, Healthcare Financing at USAID. He
introduced the audience to the healthcare issues
pertaining to the urban population in India and
that the network of healthcare operations in
India is non-linear. He spoke on the importance
of an ecosystem approach for health focused
social enterprises that goes beyond capital
support to include technical assistance and
advisory for ensuring affordable and quality care
inclusive of preventive/primary care.
Mr. LM Singh, Project Director, PAHAL and
Panel Discussion 1: Health Financing
Head- Impact Investments at IPE Global, was the
keynote speaker for this session. He laid
emphasis on the need for affordable care, and the opportunity that social enterprises present to cater to this
segment of the market. He said, “A system for wellness, not illness needs to be designed, and money needs to be aligned
to preventive care before secondary and tertiary care.”
Mr. Bhushan Tuli, Vice President, Equipment Finance, Dewan Housing Finance Limited highlighted that finance
is the most important aspect for any social enterprise to sustain. He spoke on DHFLs alignment with project
PAHAL to provide affordable loans to social enterprises in healthcare for expansion of their facilities and services.
He said that the primary reason that some of these facilities are not being able to secure a loan is due to the
poor credit worthiness of the borrowers. As a result of the partnership with PAHAL they aim to provide an

ecosystem support to these enterprises which will include technical assistance and not just operate as any other
bank giving loans.
Mr. Shailesh Kumar, Partner, Ajooni Impact Investment Advisors, explained the concept of impact funds, and
the opportunity rich environment that India presents for impact funds to flourish. He introduced the audience
to the recently launched Pahal Health Fund, sponsored by IPE Global, which will be investing in social enterprises
focused on improving health outcomes by taking an ecosystem approach and at the same time produce a financial
return.
The last speaker for the session was Mr. Gaurav Tripathi, Product Lead, Aditya Birla Capital. He stated that
a comprehensive insurance product is needed to reduce the out of pocket expenditure on health. He said,“Incentivising primary care patients can reduce excessive hospitalization, thereby making insurance viable for the poor”.
KEY HIGHLIGHTS:





Need for expanding credit for affordable healthcare markets
Impact funds as an innovative approach to improving healthcare
Need for an ecosystem approach combining blended finance and technical support to help social
enterprises achieve scale
Comprehensive insurance as a solution to improve access and reduce health expenses
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